
TALKBOOK  

Strategic Workshop – Shire of Irwin Community Roundtable –  
To provide a clear line of communication for upcoming AWE Projects (especially Waitsia Project) in the Mid West 

between local community members, Traditional Owners, landowners, local business, government, local not-for-

profit groups and AWE, as well as each other.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Workshop 3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wise use - The information in this Talkbook is intended to reflect the key points discussed at the workshop and 

should be taken in this spirit. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
   

This document is designed to 
be printed or photocopied as a  

double-sided document 

Held 7th December 2016 

Irwin Recreation Centre 

Facilitated by Kris Barnes  

Meet2Create 



This document is designed to be printed or photocopied as a  
double-sided document 

Strategic Workshop – Shire of Irwin Community Roundtable 3  – 7/12/2016     Page 2 

Participants  



Apologies 

• Andrew Whitmarsh (Community) 

• Brad Kupsch (Community) 

• Darren Simmons (Shire of Irwin) 

• Darryl Abbot (Dept of Water)  

• Erin Greaves (Shire of Irwin) 

• Gavin Treasure (Mid West Development 

Commission) 

• John Fitzhardinge (Community) 

• Julie Burr (Community) 

• Mark Watson (Community) 

• Peter Nunn (Community) 

• Richard McLellan (NACC) 

• Ron and Sue Saulsman (Community/Dongara 

Tourist Park) 

• Sally O’Brien (Community) 

 

Participants  

Attendees 

• Bev Clarke (Community/Old Mill Motel) 

• Bill Lewis (Traditional Owner) 

• Bob Gertig (Community) 

• Brad Jakowyna (Dept of Mines and Petroleum) 

• Chris Collier (Community) 

• David Guise (AWE) 

• Diana Lundberg (Community) 

• Emma Curnow (Norwest Energy) 

• Geoff Peddie (Shire of Irwin) 

• Glen Whistler-Carr (MWCCI) 

• Ian Smith (Community/Jaycam Industries) 

• Ian West (Shire of Irwin) 

• Jane Aberdeen (AWE) 

• Jenny Devereux (Community/MidWest Labour Pool) 

• Kris Barnes (Facilitator) 

• Lance Perry (Mingenew Irwin Group) 

• Lyn Reid (Dept of Mines and Petroleum) 

• Mark Canny (Dept of Water) 

• Rod Copeland (Community) 

• Sandie Craig (Dongara Concrete) 

• Shelley Robertson (Norwest Energy) 

• Sue Gregory (Norwest Energy) 
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ACTION: It was suggested by some workshop attendees that even more effort be put into letting the community 

know about the next meeting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Outcomes   
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Participants were asked what outcomes they would like from the workshop. Because of time constraints, new 

workshop participants were asked for their desired outcomes from the workshop. These outcomes included: 

• We get more awareness about the onshore energy industry and what is going on 

• We understand local job opportunities that new projects may bring 

• We get a diverse representation at the community roundtable leading to diverse views 

• We understand what the future might look like for this industry in the Mid West 

• We understand what research and service opportunities might exist in the future 

• We are all able to gauge community perceptions about the industry 

• We understand sponsorship opportunities. 

 

The broader audience were then asked if they had any other outcomes that they would like to see from the 

workshop. However, the group felt it best to get on with the workshop and no other outcomes were raised. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Outcomes   
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Talkbook notes: Workshop 2 

Talkbook notes: Actions 



Scene Setting 

Kris Barnes set the scene for the day outlining ground rules for the workshop as well as the agenda. Kris advised 

that the discussion on land user agreements would be postponed until the next workshop because the guest 

speaker, Sally O’Brien, was unavailable for this workshop. 

 

Ground rules included: 

• We are here to listen and try to understand different perspectives  

• Speak from your own experience instead of generalising  

• 1 person talking at a time 

• Phones  

• Terminology: let’s avoid jargon and acronyms 

• Sandpits 

• Outputs 

• Participation in this workshop is completely voluntary. Please feel free to withdraw from it at any time without 

prejudice. Your attendance at the workshop indicates that you consent to participation and abide by these 

rules. 

 

Previous Workshop Notes  

Kris provided a brief summary of what was covered in the previous workshop in October. Notes from this workshop 

were provided to all participants for their review. There were no changes suggested by the participants. 

 

Action Items 

All actions from the previous workshop were completed on time. 

 

Ian West asked if key actions and commitments were being tracked in an easy to understand way. Kris advised that 

he was summarising key actions and commitments in a separate document. He provided an early prototype to the 

group to demonstrate. This prototype will now be updated at the end of each workshop and provided to the 

participants. 
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Community Roundtable: Question 1 

 

“What is the specific processes and chemicals to be used 

particular to each well to be fracked in this region? How much 

of a risk is it to human health and the environment. How is this 

risk managed?” 



DMP: Answering Key Question   
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Brad Jakowyna and Lyn Reid (DMP) provided a response to the question asked by the community. The notes below 

reflect a summary of the conversation only. A full copy of the slide presentation is available from Brad  

(e: Brad.JAKOWYNA@dmp.wa.gov.au). 

General comments 

• DMP don’t work for industry. DMP works for government and community 

• Surface spill is the most significant risk from the industry to the environment and chemical storage and handling is 

an important management measure (NB facilitator wrote bunding on the day but clarified later with DMP) 

 

“What is the specific processes and chemicals to be used particular to each well to be fracked in this region?”  

• All chemicals used by the industry must be disclosed in a transparent process as required by regulation 

• Chemicals used in all wells are available on the DMP website 

https://ace.dmp.wa.gov.au/ACE/Public/PetroleumProposals 

• During the workshop the community visited the DMP website  to confirm this process 

 

Community Question: Where is the evidence that industry (which is self regulated) is using the chemicals that is 

says it is? 

AWE: We do daily checks and record chemical usage to track performance and include in reports 

DMP Comment: DMP do audit assessments (e.g. Warro wells - inspectors did health and safety and well integrity 

inspections many times over 18 months) 

Community observation: It is difficult for the community to find validation information that chemicals and processes 

used by industry are in fact being checked and audited by the DMP (NB this has been added to the DMP questions 

list on page 11). 

 

How much of a risk is it to human health and the environment? How is the risk managed? 

• Fracking fluid is made up of 90% water, 9.5% sand, 0.5% chemicals. Chemicals are added for different reasons 

(e.g. breakers) 

• Brad provided an analogy of the chemicals used in the onshore energy industry. He used the example of fracking 

fluid having similar toxicity to a backyard swimming pool. Risk to human health was minimal 

• There is a specific process to assess chemical risk AS/NZS ISO 31000:2009 Risk Management Standard 

• Brad explained that there are 3 key aspects – chemical hazard source, pathway and exposure receptor. All three 

of these are needed for a risk to be realised 
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The community were then asked in their groups to answer three questions. 1) Was the question answered by the 

guest presenters? 2) What are your top three follow-up questions for the DMP relating to this presentation? Can any 

of these questions be better answered outside of this meeting? 3) . Any other general questions? 

 

The community generated a number of follow-up questions (listed below).  The DMP agreed to try to answer some 

of these questions on the day. However, the community felt that it was also fair to allow the DMP to take these 

questions under advisement and come back to the Community Roundtable (Action).  

 

Key follow-up questions asked included: 

1. Is it possible to get more public information on the DMP website relating to audits of company performance (e.g. 

what checks have been done, when). Initial comment from DMP: Action: Brad and Lyn agreed to take this 

request back to the DMP (action) for better access to audit information. Some information about non-compliant 

companies can’t be released promptly because it makes it harder to potentially prosecute 

2. What is the relevance/significant of toxicity of the chemicals used in the industry compared to other industries 

(e.g. farms and Roundup) 

3. What soil and water testing is done? Who does it and when? 

4. If a tailings dam wall breaks – how is it managed? Does it go into the soil and how is this cleaned? Initial 

comment from DMP: Tailings dams are required to have freeboard space so they don’t overflow. All companies 

need spill response plans in case there is an incident. 

5. How are chemicals managed at the end of their life of use? 

6. How advanced is the science on the chemicals used and what is the confidence level that they are safe (e.g. we 

thought asbestos was safe)? 

7. If there is a well integrity issue, how are chemicals managed? 

 

General comments back from DMP 

• Anything is toxic in the right amounts. Even water is toxic if you drink too much of it! In fracking fluids, there is 

hydrochloric acid but the volumes are very small and have no environmental impact 

• Industry is regulated so that no chemicals get into the environment 
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AWE: Project Update 1of 2  
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Jane Aberdeen and David Guise provided an update on AWE projects. 

Waitsia Gas Project  - to date 

• Senecio-3 well discovered the Waitsia Gas Field in September 2014 

• Appraisal wells, Waitsia-1 and Irwin, drilled in 2015 

• Diagnostic Fracture Injection Tests conducted in July 2016 at Waitsia-1 and Irwin-1 

• Stage 1A - Extended Production Test 

• Involved installing infrastructure to allow gas to flow from two wells through a newly constructed 7km pipeline 

to the existing Xyris Production Facility  

• Mid West businesses contracted to help (~$12 m of contracts to local service providers) 

• The Extended Production Test results will help plan for further development (e.g. Stage 2) 

• Commissioned in August 2016 and community launch held, including a site tour. 
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Waitsia Gas Project  - Next steps  

• Waitsia Gas Project Stage 2 – planning is underway 

• Exploration/appraisal  

• Two wells planned in April-June 2017 

• Waitsia-3 – will be on private land near the Yardanogo Nature Reserve. and on the same block as the 

Mondarra-2 well. 

• Waitsia-4 will be on private, cleared agricultural land near the Xyris Production Facility 

• Required approvals are nearing completion 

• Results will help Waitsia Gas Project field development planning 

• Stage 2 production will be from free flowing gas (i.e. does not involve hydraulic fracture (fracking) 

stimulation) 

• Gas production 

• A new gas production facility is in early stages of planning. It will be located somewhere east of the Xyris 

Production Facility on private, cleared agricultural land and provide up to 100 TJ of gas a day when it is 

operating 

• Following further internal approvals, construction will commence in 2018 with gas being produced in 2020 

• Procurement process will again include local service providers, similar to Stage 1A process 
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AWE: Project Update 2 of 2  
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Irwin Park Farm – status clarification 

David Guise advised that Irwin Park Farm was no longer on the market for sale. He explained that AWE had 

considered retaining the portion of the farm where the new gas facility might be located and had decided to retain 

the entire property.  It had not been considered for subdivision as stated in the local newsletter.   

 

Jane encouraged people to contact AWE if they had any questions about activities to avoid unnecessary confusion 

about local matters such as this.  People with a query could contact David or Jane, send an email using the Mid 

West stakeholder website (www.awemidwest.com.au) or raise it with the Roundtable Facilitator. 

 

 

Decommissioning project  

• AWE inherited approximately 80 wells and several facilities when it acquired permits from predecessor 

companies.  

• Decommissioning of these wells is being undertaken in a staged process and approximately 10 have been 

decommissioned 

• In total, AWE is managing about 70 wells (new and old) 

• Decommissioning of five wells at the Mt Horner site has been undertaken during FY16-17 

• Result of decommissioning project 

• Moving from ~70 wells in 2016 to about 25 wells by 2022 

• Moving from four operating facilities to two operating facilities by 2022 
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AWE: Project Update: Questions  
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The community asked some questions of AWE and the representative government departments. Some of 

these questions were answered during the workshop whilst others will require follow-up. 

 

Questions 

• What is the Water for Food program? ANS: Department of Water to follow-up for next meeting 

• How will the Water for Food program work if there are existing/future resource leases over the same 

area? ANS: Department of Water to follow-up for next meeting 

• How does Water for Food fit with Irwin Park Farm? ANS: Jane explained that the Minister for Water 

announced the initiative on Christmas Eve 2015.  Water for Food staff subsequently met with AWE as 

Irwin Park Farm had been included in the Water for Food Midlands project area. The project helps 

provide another example of agriculture and gas sectors coexisting. AWE agreed to assist the project by 

allowing DoW to install shallow groundwater monitoring bores on Irwin Park Farm 

• What info is available for historic wells and can we access this? ANS: DMP to follow-up with other 

questions 

• Where does Dongara gas go? ANS: Transported via pipeline to Perth for domestic and industrial 

consumer consumption 

• If we cut of gas in Mid West what impact would it have to the state? ANS: Security of supply impact, 

cost/price of gas impact 

• Does decommissioning of wells include full rehabilitation? ANS: Yes 
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Actions  
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Actions Who When 

Facilitator to write-up notes from Workshop 3 and send to participants and those 

people that were not able to attend 

Kris 

Barnes 

31 Dec 

2016 

Confirm next workshop date. Participants asked for the workshops to continue. There 

was some suggestions on having the next workshop around the middle of February 

2017. Kris will confirm a date in early 2017 

Kris 

Barnes 

Complete 

Extend existing advertising of Community Roundtable events Jane 

Aberdeen  

February 

2017 

DMP answer key questions identified on page 11. Ideally, the answers should be sent 

to Kris Barnes before the next meeting in February 2017. The DMP may also consider 

returning to the next workshop to further discuss their answers 

Brad 

Jakowyna  

1 Feb 2017 

AWE answer key questions as identified on page 15. Ideally, the answers should be 

sent to Kris Barnes before the next meeting in February 2017.  

Jane 

Aberdeen 

1 Feb 2017 

DoW answer key questions as identified on page 15. Ideally, the answers should be 

sent to Kris Barnes before the next meeting in February 2017.  

Mark 

Canny 

1 Feb 2017 

Kris to circulate answers from DMP, AWE and DoW Kris 

Barnes 

1 week 

before next 

workshop 

Kris to continue to build questions table and to record questions that have been 

answered. These will be circulated before the next meeting. 

Kris 

Barnes 

1 week 

before next 

workshop 

Meeting room to be booked for next workshop Jenny 

Devereux 

 

30 Dec 

2016 
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